Louis Riel’s Diary

With the fall of Batoche on May 12th, 1885, Riel’s papers were impounded by the Justice
Department and some were indeed used against him at his trial in Regina. Somehow, when
the smoke cleared, Riel’s diary had disappeared. There had been a translation of the
diary by a Prince Albert merchant, Alex Stewart in June of 1885, but historians never had
the original to confirm the translation. In 1970 Eric Wells of Winnipeg, had Riel’s diary.
Eric is a , brother of ‘Cactus Jack” Wells of CFQC Radio fame and uncle to John Wells,
who Dennis, David and Darwin see on television sports programs today. Eric published a
magazine called The Nor’Wester in 1970, the centennial year of Manitoba. The premier
edition of July 15, 1970 carried the entire text of the Riel Diary, both French and an English
translation. This was the first printing of Riel’s Diary. The diary was sold a year later and
I attended the sale in Montreal. Gene Rheaume, the buyer ($26,500) claimed he saved the
important writing for Canada, but the Public Archives said they were not prepared to let
it leave the country. Gene asked $1000 for a photocopy. When I helped him in a political
election in 1973, he loaned me the diary. This photocopy comes from those days. In 1976
Thomas Flanagan, a History Professor at University of Calgary published ‘The Diaries of
Louis Riel’ along with the English translation. Flanagan offers further insight regarding
the diary and its history DJF .. March 2001




RERRE AN DENEC T jyd L= ATy
- A 3 v......w.u.wMﬂww

e TR (I
RN 3
%...u...s.“u.».:h.“o.mv. VA

On Thorstey 227 Goul 71/- ot 3 -
M onlical s kW.N@K, Aetal - “Rm ;
\.\%«.&&»\ Kot \NS\%MWM&\ SxoM\%S&m
u@:\@.\?mﬁ@ Lt allond Sﬁu Sabp.

: s »
@MNM&&@? ﬁ&s&v prce ?&M&\\ &Nm& o
m 1841 / s’ ) @cn:nk
b§x o %kwbwk& X\,&,\Mum | 2ttrih oy
% kel

Wy 4
%&&\“N d at 7/ 000. 2. amd st af
B, 560.% Nx«@&.&%\ leso thanm 30 seereds *
T««ebw%. m \K&é&»ﬂ%&r wtko ,m
#e nale with instrect sue gwﬂ&@ 6 b/
x\wm%.sw fucctoifd i b wr= “Gene &__@
a \%::k M.P \3 Ho Torvuforied,
Thad niyit 5 Viarelidd w74 WYy, Hganne
Ai Carieds, and con Wit tm 2

‘“4 ‘M

n
e

2 1979 et Rhtarme He divy

W\‘&Nﬁ\w\m\& »%%&H& »&N& |

% wm fe Sachatom/Humpoldt set fi Ae £CI,
9 howed &= T Dennis, DmAd + Darurm asdl

phetogieptad Hom vith - gre Gone 5 K
i 5 “

o 2z Feom
b at T2 fchmend

&.@.
T2 a0 we
\NM« ﬁmx #e fime.,

fltae
A diu




»\m\\%\\\\l\\ Lo Sreee 97 NN%\\NQ\NHMQ A4 §_

[ \MNQNN«\& \\\«\e Qw'i\«\

U pppiee Cocevze \\&“&t\ Nh\ re '\ Z

\ §\&M%\N§b Sb&\%\\&& b
\x\‘\w Ceden  ctie &\\N&\N‘kw\ N&&\w
%&3\&\”

b forit e Ftece W

u 'l 2ot (P :
W&\R «NM&\%.%\%S&& \h \No\\\\@ﬁ
. N . V7
| s\&\w\\ oreslire &
b1 izone \Q\s\\k\r o A
By ) \ § L2y \&\\
VNN\ V\\F Clrzetez
Grec s Bor 75
i i & S
Doeee \3& § Ll
RQ\\ RWMW% Corpecea §
..&\Nvi\. Sa
Q\N\«K m\«\o-w\NVEN, Nﬂ §
\\\W&N\J\ \\\L\ § Q\%

v o

mvrw?-{«w'-ﬂ\r- s
1

.y.il% 3
.~ 5

R S



e gu% o /5
. . " ety E\.k\ﬂ\\«\l\\\‘ﬂ
%w . @i A %@P 2 _\\

2 o : -

l.ll‘lu' I,...l....l.l. ) e e

| A s T e T TR -

\\m\w?\i\.\ L s4 \e\m\\vkwxi\ \\\f\\xvv\\ \hm\h
a\i Q\&NT. ﬁhwx.l.,m L7t N.&.nx‘.\

\x
& \NN & A“
.\& M azi Nﬁ ».

Q\AA ¢ .QN\NM.\ &xNuNN& \N\ \&‘ _\\NN\VNM\NWR &
.\\\R - \m “ Ales \\\S\MP NMN ]
= %@\ Prre \M‘ \\\imvv\w\ -& ozt h\@.\\

e Pre iwas Ko o
\\ h&. z \\ R\l?.

s ik B I et PR W K 7




Mo, Gt Aot A
_ \ﬁmws mwi Iyt <

%\ha it &m @MMMW\ %\&U R?\ o’
% (et foviiesy . Drrey N\%\&. \QENr 173 \§
\\\& Dnen foctil ,m&p&\&w\r @ L
Qﬁv&wﬁ \.H\\\\ww&\\\m\ & E\N\\r %\& §P 72

N§§ 2l Ztee

\&Q\QR w\‘\\wﬁ&\%\\n\ ’
Cebitid e Tt - &,MN\W\MW ;

» Mw« \\\\smw ﬁ?s&,
WNav&m@vauu o

| e fleol yorin .
Nt i T e o P
§§§§\§
§§§ ¢ n

§‘\ :
L

Lo
N

oS Ao
> Rl Al
5 o e 1 3t
i e ; :
% 20 5 ¥ ‘\_._' T
TSk i 5 ot & _ ‘ . ey s
&S 3 -, * Snd B e o o i i i N i na b Ty
i 34 23 o oy Dh e, f., X \_ Y B ! R M 0 s
(31472 [} el o il ST . L [ i y
X A ] s e PNy i
2y iy 5 v " - =5 e L+ 1
4] Lt 5 i : 3 ] 4
b % 4 e\ T A
o ] v YA -

N
N

2

b

N St SN N

B




na

\R Heeyg § Crree bl

m \& &m \v\N«\k\ 2l v

§
e =

k\m\\ %&%Vh \?n 3

\M&\w\\\& Heee &\&\\?\X\L
\\ Efrese Nm«&«r\h\ Q%&

. wﬁ& bt PG DB ol
§§ Coztpy \§§r r

N g\\&\\\h&\\\\‘ §$§ DNPL\h&x tees *.
mmeN L0 Ot'a 2t . \N&MPNN\NK g

Lo Tf

b

@2rzrzevel,
& 3

Loz (27 Q\\\T@%

. “\Ra\r \\&% Ceg

_ :
&Wv&&?&? Doe 1o Aot

w .m.,.\_u\m &

5 i \m»@s@

\\mnﬁ\w\ﬁvwv\\\&\r \\\P\\X\ QN&\N Nm\

ab, §§r§ §

:‘!."?E‘-E f?q?.'.f' 2



ru e

\\\

\
4
4
\Wn\\m 1 N\\,

\

x Atz \A &V&M

L Jitrey \\ \Fr\m |

R \\\ \..W\\.QN f\ \%Nbﬁ \KT \Q\‘ > MNL
kv\\ 2/ NKN.M\ 2 m\w \\.MN Jo x\\? B _

\\a\% " Deslpnic ] O ,fm = \ km\
s Fa &wav\/\w J S 9
\\Nw\\\\ \\w}vw Dliez \\\V\m e \R . AWC . 9
\w%&\e \\v&h & Goreo e Try s i, 5
Xﬁh &Kﬂ&i\«ﬂ, m\\ ~ .Nﬁ\\m@ 7 A%

e . g

Xcﬁ& e ®§MM 4

i ; 4 X t"» -r
o R SR e e
Sy SERY ST
: ' SN R AT ey
! P 13 ! o8 SRR v Pact S asIy v
ST o e PR S8 (O
e e e . et VA DR T o ags

M AW A
4
3
L4 &
(\] b - v
'y 4 1
0 .!: » 4 1 'l‘ 'I
el e

\\Rr o §\N\\n\§

~
\

\N“\N\N\v e \

e

%X\\\QNM .\\§
et h\\\r_ \\m wﬂsm\

m\\\v \.\V\\wd\a\)r VNW‘Q \\\\N\“%\

A\

Dpon. prg 209/ Fectn Jret

N\ VN\,\L\\PPA\ ,\X\N\rﬁ\
JDN\\T\\& <, ,\m\\m
: v b\\\\\Q\nr\»
\\\\%\ Ler \\VR&N\&%

\/\R ak\%w\\&\l \Nb\hnr

Yt s N\k Lotte . L
a7, .

Artesy \Q@.\ e@ VE %&F 1
\

7 /701 “\\ﬁ W\,\»\svr %&r \&&\/ \

N\QN\«\?V\ il e.
Q\\?& . / g \\Q

ng

A\m e (P ?\: \\\vw«,\h\p\ e \,\\\ IN\FR.N\A\PL \L .

bze \NNNTJ o

\ ,\ \\,“\«\m\m‘ \HK!

\\.V\\%\?\Du\e.

\\\«\n & _

\ ZL Nh &\V\\.M\
x\\\ V\\§

(NP?\&\'

-
N\A

\\\%\«\\ \

%x& @N =

<

\ N.\\m\hu\!n\\\l \FQ\@P\.\«\A\N

§F§P

it izecd S L :@&\rm
| mhm\ \mv\.\\vr\! > \g\n/ﬂ&\“ﬁ\.\, Q«\m.\\h,

R it RS lﬁn_




7 o ‘ t
&vv«\h\ £ v S oze \\\\N o (Dreco) @& ‘\.& LN\N
v & !
CGepet 24 topw &\\w&\\(& _
.\ﬂ\ 3 T Vi 7 h _. ~
i J \g\\ \»h\x Cticesers Yuly Prezass

&

| N\\\\ \\\\%ﬁ
. DN\ \\\ \Q

Letd 2F &W@N&\ m@

7 -

.QNN\V\S &&RW@ &m

5

%Nﬁ&

—

2Ot 2280 X, &

> .nﬁ&h\h\m\\p. &\N\ -

(e, 2

- © ra.h\ \P\%h«?@. -W\W%\R
Cre tecer e Tus P

Nﬁ Q\N&\\&h&\ /P 4 a3
2eeid

f

P

e o led p fleer B e
- .

Lo
471

W
i

&P .\% rece \N
& e,

O trs2g

\\%&@&\
RW\% 7

NNR .&Q\\\\SQNP\ Q Pkmh
|t Tbrt o &Nr\gwmw\ﬁ\mw A
M\Q\\wxm mm\ \\ gﬁ \Km\\ o

pl

siopin n o Lt o

w

\.

\

AL
cacatvaiand!

ol

"zt hmswwr \&R&\nﬁ

\\W\\ bvrm\?\pl

i el TR Ewa,«,,.

\

; :,@*




