
‘S

\
‘1

IJ
1
J

4
—

t1J
a
t
‘
“

X
,e

S
O

i
•

e
0a

u
v
te

c
a
U

22
M

T
1

91
‘.

01’
te

c
lS

a
t

at
o

te
’

0t
e
a
i
’

C
a
1
’

e

L
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R
iel’s

D
iary

W
ith

the
fall

of
B

atoche
on

M
ay

12th,
1885,

R
iel’s

papers
w

ere
im

pounded
by

the
Justice

D
epartm

ent
and

som
e

w
ere

indeed
used

against
him

at
his

trial
in

R
egina.

S
om

ehow
,

w
hen

the
sm

oke
cleared,

R
iel’s

d
iary

had
disappeared.

T
here

had
been

a
tran

slatio
n

of
the

diary
by

a
P

rince
A

lbert
m

erchant,
A

lex
S

tew
art

in
Ju

n
e

of
1885,

b
u
t

historians
never

had

the
original

to
confirm

the
translation.

In
1970

E
ric

W
ells

of
W

innipeg,
had

R
iel’s

diary.

E
ric

is
a
,

b
ro

th
er

of
‘C

actus
Jack

”
W

ells
of

C
F

Q
C

R
adio

fam
e

and
uncle

to
Jo

h
n

W
ells,

w
ho

D
ennis,

D
avid

and
D

arw
in

see
on

television
sp

o
rts

program
s

today.
E

ric
published

a

m
agazine

called
T

he
N

or’W
ester

in
1970,

the
centennial

year
of

M
anitoba.

T
he

p
rem

ier

edition
of July

15,
1970

carried
the

entire
text

of
the

R
iel

D
iary,

both
F

rench
and

an
E

nglish

translation.
T

his
w

as
the

first
p
rin

tin
g

of
R

iel’s
D

iary.
T

he
diary

w
as

sold
a

y
ear

later
and

I
attended

the
sale

in
M

ontreal.
G

ene
R

heaum
e,

the
buyer

($26,500)
claim

ed
he

saved
the

im
p
o
rtan

t
w

riting
for

C
an

ad
a,

b
u
t

the
P

ublic
A

rchives
said

they
w

ere
not

p
rep

ared
to

let

it
leave

the
country.

G
ene

asked
$1000

for
a

photocopy.
W

hen
I

helped
him

in
a

political

election
in

1973,
he

loaned
m

e
the

diary.
T

his
photocopy

com
es

from
those

days.
In

1976

T
hom

as
F

lanagan,
a

H
istory

P
rofessor

at
U

niversity
of

C
algary

published
‘T

he
D

iaries
of

L
ouis

R
iel’

along
w

ith
the

E
nglish

tran
slatio

n
.

F
lanagan

offers
fu

rth
er

insight
reg

ard
in

g

the
diary

and
its

history
D

JF
..

M
arch

2001
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